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God’s Accounts 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HE day is done. Complacently I 
count 
The sum of all its treasure-laden hours, 
And swelling pride discerns a _ rich 
amount 
Of faithful tasks and well-invested 
powers. . 


But now across the page my eye makes 
pause 
At startling figures in a long red row, 
And pride stands challenged by that 
glance, because 
Of the enormous debt of love I owe. 


Sudden as summer thunderstorms that 


sweep 
The sun from out the sky in driving 
rain, 
Dark with foreboding and despair, I 
weep 
Like one surprised with some ill-gotten 
gain. 
When lo! a nail-pierced hand takes up 
the pen 
And writes across the debit page, 
“Forgiven” ! 


Oh, I am rich, am wondrous rich again, 
Not of myself, but by the grace of 
Heaven. 


While Rome Burns 


When will America and the other 
United Nations acknowledge their need 
of God? We are putting forth stupen- 
dous efforts in the defense industries, 
and our men are fighting desperately 
on far-flung battlefronts. But the indif- 
ference, carelessness, and flippancy of 
the multitude in regard to spiritual and 
moral matters is appalling. Reporting 
the fall of Tobruk and Rommel’s ad- 


* vance toward Egypt, Time (June 29) 


quotes this dispatch from Alexandria: 
“Britons in Alexandria are watching the 
enemy moves without alarm. Alexan- 
drians dance on and are well supplied 
with food and drink.” Again, the fol- 
lowing week (July 6), Time gives Wal- 
ter Graebner’s description of life in 
Cairo. It is a terrible, kaleidoscopic pic- 
ture of “bazaars jammed with natives 
and visitors, examining huge stocks of 
fabrics, jewels, and trinkets of all kinds 
-’; Americans and Britons flocking 

“to St. James’s restaurant for thick, juicy 
steaks”; a “famed” (rather, infamous) 
dancer, who “excites the audience 
nightly” at the Continental Roof Garden; 
“men with bandaged limbs and heads 
. . on the porches of hotels awaiting 


their chance to go to the front again”; 
and the bar at Shepheard’s Hotel 
crowded by 7.30 p.m. Lieutenant Colonel 
Warren J. Clear, in his eyewitness ac- 
count of “The Heroic Defense of the 
Philippines,” in The Reader’s Digest for 
July, gives an even more terrible picture. 
At the Maniia Hotel “a big New Year’s 
Eve party was still going strong at 4.30 
a.m.,” with the Japanese only a few 
miles away. As Colonel Clear was about 
to push off in a last-minute boat for 
Corregidor, he and the men could hear 
people in the hotel ordering liquor while 
the band played ridiculous love songs. 
These may not be the very last days of 
this age, but such scenes recall our Lord’s 
words of warning: “But as the days of 
Noe were, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking . . . and knew not until 
the flood came, and took them all away” 
(Matt. 24:37-39). “It is high time to 
awake out of sleep .. . let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light” (Rom. 
13:11, 12). “Awake to soberness right- 
eously, and sin not; for some have no 
knowledge of God” (1 Cor. 15:34). 


The Great Commission Prayer League 


sion Prayer League has faithfully 

carried on its ministry of promoting 
prayer for the salvation of sinners, the 
deepening of the spiritual life among 
Christians, and revival everywhere. Its 
regular communications, begun by the 
Founder, Thomas E. Stephens, and car- 
ried on by the present Director, Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, have always had a pe- 
culiarly striking and impressive charac- 
ter. Because of this country’s great 


Fe many years the Great Commis- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And we know that all things 
work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his pur- 
pose” (Rom. 8:28). 
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present need of revival, and because of 
the strong appeal contained in these let- 
ters, the following extracts are given 
from bulletins issued by the League this 
month: 


“THERE CAME A MAN OF Gop” 
(1 Sam. 2:27) 


God sent a prophet to Eli and to: his 
sinning sons. Sinners were “at ease in 
Zion.” God’s man exposed their sin, 
rebuked them and called upon them to 
repent. God buries His workmen but 
still carries on His work. 


About a century ago God sent “a man 
of God” to the churches of America. 
That man’s name was Charles G. Finney. 
His preaching startled false professors 
out of their carnal security. God used 
him to tear down the false hopes of 
multitudes. 


He lectured to professing Christians on 
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such: themes as “Selfé-Deceivers,” .“True: 
and False Conversion,” “Legal Religion,” 
and “Selfishness is not True Religion.” 
The self-deceived were in two classes. 
The first group of people professed to 
be Christians because they believed cer- 


they called “faith.” Another and still 
larger company of people believed them- 
selves to be children of God because 
they. were seeking to practice certain 
self-chosen good deeds which they called 
“Christian virtues.” Both were in an 
equally false and fatal position. 

Under Mr. Finney’s preaching. these 
people came to see that they had never 
been converted. They came ‘to know 
that they were still sinners, although 
they wore the garments of religion. When 
they saw this they were overwhelmed 
with a sense of guiltiness before God for 
their formalism and hypocrisy. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of inquirers flocked 
to his meetings to seek the Lord.. The 
Church was renewed and sinners were 
awakened, and compelled to turn to God. 

Such a conscience-stirring ministry is 
needed again. Prayer for a similar work 
of the Spirit is in line with the will of 
God. If you have not registered your 
purpose to unite with others to pray 
for another great spiritual awakening, 
will you not do so immediately, and 
will you not also seek to enlist others 
to unite in earnest prayer for such a 
God-honoring revival? 


EXPECTED ORDER OF REVIVAL BLESSINGS 


If we observe the progress of salva- 
tion in the New Testament we see that 
divine blessing begins with the indi- 
vidual and passes to the family group, 
and thence to the cqmmunity. 

‘ This order was assured to the Philip- 
pian jailer when Paul said: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved, and thy house” (Acts .16: 
31). The sequel describes this convert 
as “believing in God with all his house”; 
and that later in “the house of Lydia” 
there were “brethren” in consequence, 
whom Paul had the privilege of com- 
forting. It appears, therefore, that God’s 
saving purpose embraces not only in- 
dividual experience of forgiyeness and 
adoption, and successive stages’ of Chris- 
tian progress; but also includes the fam- 
ily brought together in salvation and 
consecrated service. The man and his 
house enter into the service of the Lord. 

Families thus awakened and converted, 
influence others in dedication and com- 
mon devotion of life and testimony. 

Households thus united in a common 
evangelical testimony become little 
churehes. Congregations made up of 
such families united by God’s: grace in 
revival soon affect communities by the 
impact of this united front of Christians 
awakened, consecrated, and unified. 
Many hearing the Word believe. 

Scripture testimonies establish this law 
of spiritual awakenings by means, first, 
of individual faith; next, by believing 
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family- solidarity;- third, -groups- of —re-—. 


vived families united in Bible testimony; 
and lastly, by a general revival, sweep- 
ing and faithful, overcoming opposition 
and manifesting undeniable, miraculous 


, conversions so that even enemies can 
tain pleasing, abstract doctrines which; * 


say nothing against it. 
God works this same way today. Be- 


ginning with individual awakened Chris-«.. 


tians He operates through awakened 
families, enlarging His work in -the 
Church, and causing blessing to spread 
through communities and countries. 
Reader, do you long to. see: such a 
work. of God?: Obey, then, the divine 
instruction, “CONSECRATE YOUR- 
SELVES TO DAY TO THE LORD... 
that he may bestow upon you a bless- 
ing this day” (Exod. 32:29). Not-only 
pray for revival, but~yield yourself to 
God’s reviving grace. Obtain from the 
League’ a.copy of: “One-Hundred-and- 
Seventy-Three Commandments of Christ” 
relating to Christian behavior. These 
inspired texts instruct conscience ‘with 
regard to individual practice, and give 
a elear' understanding of God’s will for 
His Church. - Extension of revival ex- 
perience in an ever-enlarging circle of 
bléssing will be insured when your own 
obedience is fulfilled (2 Cor. 10:5, 6): 


SENDING TELEGRAMS TO LEADERS 


The telegraphic ministry of the League 
has had the blessing of God. Men in 
high places in the nation have been 
providentially and effectively reached by 
telegraph. The King of England, and 
his Prime Minister, the President, his 
Cabinet, the Congress, governors, edu- 
cators; radio station managers, and all 
chaplains in military service were con- 
tacted: Special funds for this important 
work came from a consecrated woman. 
She felt God wanted her to do more to 
promote revival. She knew busy public 
offitials were a neglected class, and that 
telegrams would receive more attention 
than othet types of correspondence. 
“God-edited and God-timed” is the way 
ohe member of the League Committee 
expressed his opinion on the messages 
and their fruitfulness, Your prayers for 
wisdom and leading in present minis- 
tries to tne nation’s executives, advisors, 
lawmakers, and molders of thought and 
action -in our land are requested. 

“Proverbs for Military Men” has been 
completed. They are ready for distri- 
bution to service men. The edition pro- 
vided by the American Bible Society (at 
eost) has been dressed up in a new 
jacket with the title, “Proverbs for Mili- 
tary Men,” and it bears the coat of arms 
of the United States. The inside front 
cover features topics of interest, and the 
back cover tells the way of salvation. 

THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE 
NATION is scheduled for November 26, 
1942 (our National Thanksgiving Day). 
The Call urges sunrise and evening meet- 
ings for intercession. In such an hour 
as.this let us rise early to pray. Night 
is a good time for prayer. Notices and 
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-posters-for this -Day- of. Prayer should 
be on the press by the latter part of 
July. The Lord’s provision for this 
should be made a matter of prayer. 

A burden of prayer should be upon 
us all. The woes of the world are great. 
The need for God’s aid in this struggle 
for freedom urges prayer. John V. Far- 
well (famous Chicago merchant and 
friend of D. L. Moody) reported Abra- 
ham Lincoln’s farewell message to Chi- 
cagoans: “I go to a task greater than 
came to Washington, and I ask the 
prayers of God’s people that I may suc- 
ceed.” These were the words of a great 
man. ‘The present World War is greater 
than any other conflict. President Roose- 
velt has upon his heart and mind a 
responsibility greater and more difficult 
than any war President. Pray for him; 
for officials, military and naval; for the 
churches. Do not fail God, the nation, 
and the Church. The hour for prayer 
is here. - Your prayers are needed. Seek 
to promote prayer responsibility among 
God’s people. 





Eprfor’s Note.—The booklets named in this 
article, and further information may be ob- 
tained from the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chicago. The 
League is supported entirely by voluntary 
contributions, and is well worthy of the 
prayer and financial support of God’s people. 
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What Is Wrong with the Teaching 


of “Jehovah's Witnesses’? 


Will you. kindly supply us with litera- 
ture exposing “Jehovah’s Witnesses’’? 
We have friends who are strongly lean- 
ing to that cult and we would so much 
love to clear their minds about their error. 
—An Oregon reader. 


I have in my possession a magazine 


called Consolation—a Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses publication (April 15, 1942). On 
pages 8-12 there appears an article ...In 


part the article has this to say about the 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses”: “Who are these 
people, and what do they stand for? The- 
ologically they declare themselves to be 
New Testament Christians, and so they 
are. They preach exactly what the early 
Christians preached 1,800 years ago: that 
the end of the world is at hand, that 
Jesus. is speedily coming back to earth, 
and that He will set up His Kingdom on 
earth and judge between the good and the 
bad. That is why they advertise so widely 
‘Millions now living will never die.’” 
The other day I was debating with one 
of the “witnesses” and he openly denied 
the Trinity. I feel that such an article 
is misleading and people ought to be 
aware of this fact. In a country of free- 
dom of speech these people have a right 
to speak and to believe as they do, but let 
it never be said that they are true be- 
lievers as the above article would lead 
people to believe—A Minnesota reader. 


Lehman Strauss, pastor of the Calvary 
Baptist Church, Bristol, Pa., and Presi- 


(Continued on page 593) 
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Loving His Appearing 


Do we wonly believe a doctrine, or are we 


ing for a Person? 











“I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day; and not 
to me only, but also to all them that 
have loved his appearing” (2 Tim. 
4:7, 8, A.R.V.). 


(<4 ELL :me, Doctor, what is your 
attitude on the subject of our 
Lord’s second coming?” 

The questioner was the beloved Bible 
teacher, George E. Guille, and it was 
addressed to Pastor William Anderson, 
Jr., of Dallas, Texas, called “Dr. Bill” 
by his many friends, to distinguish him 
from his father who had been pastor 
of the church before him. It was during 
a Bible conference conducted in the 
church by Mr. Guille. He and the pas- 
tor were just concluding a friendly chat 
in the pastor’s study. Mr. Guille had 
risen to depart from the room when he 
paused to ask the question. 

“Oh,” said Dr. Bill, “I don’t know that 
I have any attitude on the subject. I 
am not interested. The fact is, I have 
been so busy préaching the first coming 
of Christ that I have not had time to 
think about the second coming.” 

“Well,” said Mr. Guille as he passed 
through the door, “I only wanted to 
know whether you loved His appearing.” 


“Do I Love His Appearing?” 


Left alone in his study, the pastor sat 
at his desk as if held there by an un- 
seen hand. “Do I love His appearing? 
Do I love His appearing? Do I love His 
appearing?” He kept on and on, re- 
peating the question, as he sat there 
alone. 

Then he took up his Bible. Turning 
to Paul’s second letter to Timothy, he 
read the veteran apostle’s farewell word 
to his dear son in the Gospel. He was 
now ready to be offered. Thus he calmly 
faced the executioner’s block. He had 
fought the good fight,—not “a good 
fight” as the common version has it. The 
apostle was not referring to how he 
had fought; not to the manner of his 
fighting. Rather, he had in mind the 
character of the fight in which, with his 
fellow soldiers, he had been engaged. It 
was the “good fight of the faith” (1 Tim. 
6:12, A.R.V.). It was good to be in such 
a fight. “I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the course, I have kept 
the faith.” And for all this there was a 
reward awaiting him, even. “the crown 
of righteousness,” a sure reward, not for 

















Perhaps the controversy over cer- 
tain details related to the great truth 
of the Second Coming has tended to 
cool the warmth of loving expecta- 
tion with which every Christian 
should look forward to that wonder- 
ful event. But He is coming again, 
and this is the Blessed Hope of the 
Church, and the only hope of per- 
manent peace in this world. Believ- 
ing that it is important to emphasize 
this glorious hope now, the Editor 
asked Dr. Pettingill, one of the lead- 
ing Bible teachers of the country 
who has devoted more than fifty 
years te the study of prophecy, to 
write an article on this subject. It 
should warm the heart of every 
Christian. Dr. Pettingill has shown 
convincingly how much this truth 
has meant in the lives of most of 
our leading preachers, teachers, and 
evangelists in this generation. 








him only, but also for all those who 
love His appearing. 

“Do I love His appearing?” 

Dr. Anderson went on studying the 
Scriptures, and before he left his desk 
on that memorable day he learned what 
was meant by “his appearing,” and as 
he left his study he was able to say 
from a swelling heart that he truly did 
“love his appearing.” 

But now a problem presented itself. 
On returning to his home he astonished 
Mrs. Anderson by saying, “Wife, I must 
resign this pastorate.” 

“Resign your pastorate!” she ex- 
claimed. “Why, whatever has happened 
to make you say such a thing?” 

He explained what had happened. He 
told her how during the few hours just 
past he had found new light from the 
Scriptures and had become a premillen- 
nialist. He said that he had come to the 
church as a postmillennialist, and to re- 
main now would be to sail under false 
colors. He must resign. 

He called his session together, and 
asked that body to join him in requesting 
the Presbytery to dissolve the relation 
between the First Presbyterian Church 
of Dallas and its pastor. 

The elders were as much amazed as 
Mrs. Anderson had been. They, too, 
wanted to know what had happened. 
The pastor explained what had hap- 
pened. He told them that he had come 
to love Christ’s appearing; that he had 
become convinced that the second com- 
ing of Christ was near. In short, as he 
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put it, “I have become a premillenarian; 
and, since I came to this church as a 
postmillenarian, I feel that to go on 
now would be unfair. This is what has 
led me to resign.” 

Upon hearing this, one of the elders 
cried out, “Why, my dear pastor, this is 
just what we have been praying for. 
Resign, nothing! God has answered our 
prayers.” The session unanimously voted 
to reject the pastor’s resignation. 


A Transformed Ministry 


From that time Dr. Bill Anderson’s 
ministry was transformed, and his pas- 
torate became so fruitful as to be “spoken 
of throughout the whole world.” He is 
in Heaven now, and so is George Guille, 
and we may know that they are rejoic- 
ing together in what happened on that 
day in Dallas, when the question was 
asked, “Do you love His appearing?” 

Dr. James H. Brookes, that famous 
man of God, mighty in the Scriptures, 
who for many years was pastor of a 
great church in St. Louis, Mo., in writ- 
ing of how he became a premillennialist, 
says that he had always been in the 
habit of omitting the Book of The Reve- 
lation from his reading at family wor- 
ship. One day, having finished the Epis- 
tle of Jude in the last reading, he again 
turned back to the beginning of the 
Bible, and Mrs. Brookes asked why they 
never had The Revelation in their de- 
votions. His reply was that he never 
read that book because he did not uri- 
derstand it. 

“But,” said his wife, “you do not treat 
other matters that way. How can we 
expect to understand the book unless 
we study it?” Going into his study, Dr. 
Brookes took up his Bibie, and said to 
himself, “Just why don’t I read and study 
this last book of the Bible? I would 
not think of purchasing a Bible without 
that book, and yet I never even read it.” 

And so he went to work at it. He 
had not gone far until he found, in the 
third verse of the first chapter, the words, 
“Blessed is he that readeth.” “Well,” 
said he, “I'll get that blessing anyway”; 
and so he read on, with the result that 
he became a premillennialist, and a great 
leader in teaching the truth and multi- 
plying the number of those who “love his 
appearing.” 

Dr. A. T. Pierson, another great man 
of God and mighty in the Scriptures, 
tells how, while pastor of a Michigan 
church, he was annoyed by a few per- 
sons among his members who frequently 
gave testimony in meeting, telling of 
their joy in the blessed hope of the soon 
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coming of the Lord. He decided to put 
a stop to it, and so he announced on a 
certain Sunday morning that on the fol- 
lowing Sunday he would begin a series 
of sermons showing the fallacy of the 
premillennial teaching. He began im- 
mediately to study the Scriptures, in 
order to gather material for his series, 
but when the next Sunday came he told 
his people he was not ready to begin, 
postponing it for a week. But again the 
next Sunday hé announced further post- 
ponement. In telling about his experi- 
ence afterward he said that he got along 
fairly well in his preparations until he 
came to Acts 1:11, but there he was 
stopped. He read the words: “This 
same Jesus,’ which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
He could not get past that phrase, “in 
like manner.” He tried to spiritualize it, 
or allegorize it, or interpret it; but he 
could do none of these things. He ended 
by believing it, and the series of ser- 
mons became premillennial sermons; and 
for all the years of a long life afterward 
he gave clear and effectual testimony to 
the reality and power of the blessed 
hope. 

What About Missions? 


It is sometimes said that premillennial- 
ism “cuts the nerve of missionary effort,” 
eausing people to sit down with folded 
hands and upturned eyes, doing nothing 
but stargazing. The folly of such con- 
tention may be seen when it is reflected 
that most of the great missionary leaders 
of modern times have been premillen- 
nialists; and today the so-called 
faith missions, those interdenominational 
groups which have not yet been poisoned 
by modernism or by the abominable “in- 
clusive policy,” are all directed and man- 
ned by premillennialists. I myself asked 
a member of the great China Inland 
Mission what proportion of the mission- 
aries of that group .were premillennial- 
ists, and he answered that practically all 
of them were; “and,” he added, “those 
few who come to China without the 
blessed hope soon get it.” Hudson Tay- 
lor, the founder of that Mission, was pre- 
millennial in his views, and so are those 
who carry on as his successors. The 
same thing is true of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, the Africa Inland Mission, the 
South Africa General Mission, the Cey- 
lon and India General Mission, the Scan- 
dinavian Alliance Mission, the Unevange- 
lized Fields Mission, the Bolivian Indian 
Mission, the Soldiers and Gospel Mis- 
sion of South America, the Central 
American Mission; and so on through the 
entire list of those groups raised up in 
these last days to keep the fires burning. 

And the evangelists whom God has so 
greatly used during the past two or three 
generations were all premillennialists. 
Count them over: Moody, Torrey, Chap- 


man, Billy Sunday, and now Anthony 
Zeoli, Hyman Appelman, Stephens, and 
Porter Barrington; and so on down the 
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list; all premillennialists and all testi- 
fying to the power of the blessed hope 
in their lives and ministry. 

And the Bible teachers also, that group 
of men who have gone about, constrained 
by the love of Christ, to expound ‘the 
Word of God: Scofield, Weston, Erdman, 
Stifler, Gray, Moorehead, Joseph Kyle, 
Guille, Griffith Thomas, A. J. Gordon, 
Hinson, Hurlburt, McConkey, Stearns, 
Wertheimer, Trumbull, Ostrom, — these, 
with yet others of their kind, have gone 
into the Lord’s presence, “and their 
works do follow them.” Remaining with 
us there are the Gaebeleins, father and 
son, Riley, Philpott, Neighbour, Hottel, 
Evans, Rood, Norris, Chafer, Houghton, 
Ironside, Stewart, Wrighton, Bingham, 
McQuilkin, Ballantyne, Rimmer, Linton, 
McGinlay, Culbertson, Norman Harrison, 
Sale-Harrison, Moyer, Ketcham, Macken- 
zie, McNeely, Pace, DeHaan, Dowkontt, 
Isaac Page, John Page, Max Reich, Gregg, 
Wilbur Smith, H. Framer Smith, Oswald 


Smith, Sutcliffe, Buswell, Harvey 
Farmer, Schuyler English, Robert J. 
Milligan, James Graham, Henry C. 


Geiger, Ralph H. Stoll, Earl Griffith, 
Harold Laird, Frank C. Torrey, William 
Allan Dean, Massee, Lockyer, Doug- 
las, Albert and Walter Hughes, Bie- 
ber, Barnhouse, McMillan, Talbot, 
Laurin, McLain, Roy Brown, Arthur I. 
Brown, VanGorder, VanGilder, Annette, 
Havner, Dunham, McCarrell, Headley, 
Dolman, Conant,—all these, and many 
others not named here, are recognized 
teachers of the Bible, and every one of 
them loving His appearing, and acknowl- 
edging the hope of his premillennial 
coming to be the mainspring of their 
ministry. 


Bible Institutes and Conferences * 


Then there are the Bible institutes 
—Moody, Northwestern, Biola, the Phila- 
delphia School of the Bible, the Bible 
Institute of Pennsylvania, the National 
Bible Institute (N. Y.), and scores 6f 
others, spreading from coast to coast, and 
constantly increasing in numbers and 
influence, — and all of them founded and 
conducted by those who “love his ap- 
pearing.” 

Too, we have the Bible conferences, 
hundreds of them, and more of them 
every year, and all the work of pre- 
millennialists. (In an earlier article I 
traced the truly wonderful history of 
the Bible conference movement through 
the past half-century.—S.S.T., May 9.) 

Think also of the rescue missions in 
our cities. From their beginning, and 
almost without exception, they have been 
and still are, conducted by men spurred 
on by the blessed hope, Jerry McAuley, 
the Hadley brothers, Harry Monroe, Wal- 
ter Taylor, Harry Saulnier, Pete McFar- 
lane, Mel Trotter, George Soerheide, Pat 
Withrow, Earnest Reveal, and many 
more, pressing the battle to the gates 
of hell, snatching souls out of the fire, 
—all rejoicing in the premillennial hope, 
all loving His appearing. 
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And don’t forget the Gospel broad- 
casters. The Radio Department of the 
Moody Bible Institute, under the direc- 
tion of Wendell P. Loveless, himself an 
ardent premillennialist as are all his 
staff, has for many years been sounding 
forth the Gospel of grace and the blessed 
hope. Charles Fuller, with his Old 
Fashioned Revival Hour, covers with his 
network each week over 90 per cent of 
the earth’s surface. Hilmore Cedarholm 
of Waterloo, Iowa, gives out the message 
every morning over networks covering 
a dozen states with a potential listening 
audience of millions. Then there are 
Bottorff of St. Louis, Feely of Montana, 
Langmade of Kansas; Hawkins, Roper, 
and MacNamee of Texas; Harold Wright 
of Georgia, Perry Brannon of Tennes- 
see, Tingley of Alabama; Percy Craw- 
ford, Russell Taylor Smith, and George 
Palmer of Philadelphia; Erling Olson of 
New York. The list is far too long for 
us to name all these witnesses over the 
air,— wid every one of them is a pre- 
millennialist, loving His appearing. 

Truly, the enemy having come in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord has lifted 
up a standard against him. God will not 
leave himself without a witness, even in 
such a day of apostasy as this. 


A Cheering Word 


“Our Lord cometh!” This is a cheer- 
ing word for his beleaguered people in 
these last days. It is a comforting hope, 
a stimulating hope, a blessed hope. This 
is what makes it possible for the child 
of God, by whatsoever circumstances he 
may be surrounded, to sing from his 
heart with the Psalmist, “My soul wait- 
eth for the Lord more than they that 
watch for the morning: I say, more than 
they that watch for the morning” (Psa. 
130:6). 

The second coming of Christ is His 
return to the earth, to sit upon the throne 
of his father David, and to reign as 
King of kings and Lord of lords. This 
great event must be preceded by certain 
other events, and signs, and times. But 
before any of these predicted events 
there must take place the Rapture, the 
catching-up of the saved of all the ages, 
to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4: 
13-18). This is a signless and timeless 
event, which is always imminent, and 
which may take place at any moment 
of any day or any night. May God keep 
us ever on the alert, listening for the 
shout of our Lord, the voice of the arch- 
angel and the trump of God! 

A lamp in the night, a joy in time of 

sorrow; 

A great glad hope which faith may ever 

borrow, 

To gild the passing day with the glory of 

the morrow; 
Blessed hope of the coming of the Lord ! 


Blessed hope! Blessed hope! 
Blessed hope of the coming of the Lord! 
How the aching heart it cheers ! 
How it glistens through our tears ! 
Blessed hope of the coming of the Lord ! 
—Maj. D. W. Whittle. 
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Which has an enrollment of 2,000, with a 
large percentage in regular attendance 





The Story of the Moody Sunday School 


By Marie Lundgren 
General Secretary 

















T ONE of the alumni meetings at 

Williams College, James A. Garfield, 
one of its eminent graduates, said con- 
cerning the famous teacher at Williams: 
“A pine bench, with Mark Hopkins at 
one end of it and me at the other, is a 
college good enough for me.” 

The Moody Sunday School had its be- 
ginning in much the same manner. 

The summer of 1858 is said to have 
established a record for warmth. Heat 
was no hindrance to the pioneer spirit 
of D. L. Moody, who gathered a small 
group of children from the streets of 
the neighborhood, and installed himself 
as teacher. The first sessions were held 
on a drift log on the shore of Lake Mich- 
igan, not far from where the present 
Moody Memorial Church building now 
stands. September of this same year 
found the class too big for the log, so 
an empty building, once a saloon, now 
too dilapidated for that, was rented. This 
shelter housed the growing group. 

Two months later permission was 
granted to use the “Old North Market 
Hall.” The work outgrew one place 
after another. Mr. Moody had become 
deeply interested in Sunday school work. 
His idea was that of John Wesley, — to 
go where the children were instead of 
waiting for them to come to be taught. 
The “bad boys” were his specialty, and 
in the course of time many of them be- 
came teachers in the Sunday school and 
workers in the church. 

Perhaps another reason for the amaz- 
ing results that were achieved was the 
practical application at all times. When 
children were absent from the classes, 
calls were made immediately to ascer- 
tain the reasons. If clothing was needed, 
an effort was made to provide it. Where 
there was illness, a doctor was sum- 
moned and medicine obtained. No mat- 
ter what the cause, a way was always 
found to overcome it. Such a work 
could not help but bear fruit. 

The years passed, and the Sunday 
school became well organized in a per- 
manent building. Children’s meetings, 
weekday elasses, sewing for the girls, 
“boys’ brigade,” “singing classes,” and 
other activities were started. These were 
only a means to an end. A “Fresh Air 
Camp” was maintained for over twenty 
years, where underprivileged children 
were given a vacation of two weeks in 
the country. Here were golden oppor- 
tunities for Bible instruction and teach- 
ing the way of Christian living, thus 
caring for the souls as well as the physi- 
cal well-being of the boys and girls. 

With this background and humble be- 


ginning by a man whose passion was 
bringing souls into the Kingdom of God, 
the present Sunday. school carries on, 
with a corps of 225 born-again teachers 
and officers. The present enrollment is 
2,000, with an attendance of 75 per cent 
to 80 per cent each week. Seven depart- 
ments, five Adult classes, two branch 
schools, and teacher training class com- 
prise the organization. 

Our Cradle Roll superintendent is al- 
ways on the alert for “new babies” to be 
enrolled. Nor does she stop with the 
baby’s name on the chart. As soon as 
the second birthday arrives, a letter is 
sent, or a call is made, inviting the 
mother to bring her little one to our 
“Birdies” Department. In this way par- 
ents also become interested in the school. 
Regular attendance is encouraged by a 
reward system. 

Scripture Memory work has a large 
place in all departments, and is a part 
of the worship program. Even in the 
Adult Department “a verse a month” is 
memorized, by means of “Verse of the 
month” cards distributed each month. 

Our Sunday afternoon organizations, 
for various ages, help to train the chil- 
dren and young folks in leadership, tak- 
ing part in public prayer, and singing. 

Each week conversions take place in 
the various departments. Usually, after 
the Sunday morning service, our pastor, 
Dr. Ironside, gives an invitation for any 
who may have decided to accept Christ 
either in the service or during the Sun- 
day school session, to come forward, thus 
making public confession. 

The church is located in a transitory 
section of Chicago, and, despite the fact 
that 50 per cent of our membership con- 
sists of boys and girls and young people 
from this immediate neighborhood, we 
are able, by constant visitation, to keep 
up our enrollment from year to year. We 
lose and gain between 500 and 600 mem- 
bers during the course of a year. There 
is a definite home missionary work to 
be done here. Many families have no 
church affiliations, and some do not de- 
sire any. In many cases our visitors 
make frequent calls on the same families 
before any definite results occur. 

Two branch schools have recently been 
added to our organization, for afternoon 
work, and they are filling a real need 
in their respective communities. This 
work is growing, and classes for mothers 
are now being held. 

The Foreign Missionary work occupies 
a large part in our Sunday school pro- 
gram. Twenty-four of the 103 mission- 
aries in the foreign fields are entirely 
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supported by the Sunday school. Each 
department and Adult class has a share 
in contributing toward the budget, which 
this year is $15,570; and also keeps in 
touch with their missionaries by cor- 
respondence, > 


Visitors always find the Missionary 
Library a most interesting place. Here 
are pictures of our missionaries, hun- 
dreds of curios from foreign lands, and 
over 1,700 volumes of missionary and 
other books. Quite naturally, too, this 
is a favorite gathering place of the chil- 
dren and young people after Sunday 
school is over. 


A Daily Vacation Bible School is main- 
tained for two weeks during July, un- 
der trained leadership and _ teachers. 
Here we reach many children who are 
not our regularly enrolled pupils. 


Once a year, in late autumn, the school 
has a gathering to which every worker 
looks forward. This is an evening of 
“reminiscence” which we call the “New 
England Dinner.” On this occasion, the 
present teachers and officers are host to 
our former workers. Invitations are sent 
to all who have had a part at any time 
in the work of Moody Sunday School. 
These little cards of invitation find their 
way to nearly every state from Maine 
to California, to South America and 
other countries, and are always eagerly 
anticipated whether the recipient is able 
to attend or not. It goes without saying, 
that this is a time of happy fellowship 
and renewing of friendships. 

The motto of the School is “By all 
means save some.” Our only ambition 
is that boys and girls may learn to know, 
love, and live for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who loved us, and gave Himself for us. 


Only one life, ’twill soon be past, 
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 


CHICAGO. 
v 


What Is Wrong with the Teaching 
of “ Jehovah's Witnesses ’’? 
(Continued from second page) 


dent of the Alumni Association of the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible, has 
just issued a valuable, 48-page booklet 
on this subject, entitled “An Examina- 
tion of the Doctrine of ‘Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses.’” 1 In the first chapter he shows 
the need for such an examination, and 
quotes the following writers: 

“Tits plan of salvation is a plan of dam- 
nation.”—A. C. Dixon. 

“Russellism contradicts almost every 
fundamental revelation.”—James M. 
Gray. 

“The wicked and blasphemous system 





1 Published by Loizeaux Brothers, 19 W. 21st 
St., New York City, and may be ordered at 
15 cents a copy from them; or the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phil- 
adelphia; or the Home Evangel Book Shop, 
418 Church St., Toronto, Canada; or the Wes- 
tern Book and Tract Co., 1719 Franklin St., 
Oakland, California. 
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which teaches the annihilation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”—I. M. Haldeman. 

“This is indeed a sect of perdition; 
and its teaching is rightly labeled ‘dam- 
nable heresy.’ ‘From such turn away.’” 
—H. A. Ironside. 

In the remaining five chapters Mr. 
Strauss shows conclusively that “Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses,” who propagate the 
teachings of William Miller, Charles T. 
Russell, and “Judge” Rutherford, deny 
the following five cardinal doctrines: 
the deity of Christ; the atonement; the 


deity and personality of the Holy Spirit; - 


the Trinity; hell: and eternal punishment. 
Mr. Strauss’s discussion of the subject is 
especially valuable because at the begin- 
ning of each chapter he quotes from the 
writings of Rutherford and then pro- 
ceeds to show from the Scriptures why 
his teachings are wrong. Here are some 
of Rutherford’s unscriptural statements: 


On tHE Derry or CuHrRIst 

Some have earnestly believed that Jesus 
was God Himself. But such a conclusion 
is not warranted by the Scriptures. 

Some insist that Jesus when on earth 
was both God and man in completeness. 
This theory is wrong. 

The Incarnation of Jesus is Scripturally 
erroneous. 

On THE ATONEMENT 


The “ransom for all” given by the man 
Christ Jesus does not give or guarantee 
everlasting life or blessing to any man. 

Jesus’ suffering would not pay the debt 
of sin. 

ON THE TRINITY 


If Jesus was one part of the Trinity, 
then it would be impossible for the Trin- 
ity or any part of it to have furnished the 
redemptive price for a perfect man, be- 
cause there could be no exact correspond- 
ency. 

It (the Trinity) could have originated 
only in one mind, and that the mind of 
Satan, the Devil. 

On tHe Deity AND PERSONALITY OF 
THE Ho.Ly SPIRit 

The Holy Spirit is not a person, but an 
influence. 

The Holy Spirit is not a person in the 
Godhead. ’ 

On HELL AND ETERNAL PUNISHMENT 

There is no thought expressed in the 
Bible anywhere that God purposes to 
put any of His creatures into a place of 
endless torture. 

The doctrine of Hell torment being a 
lie and emanating from the Devil, and the 
clergymen being the ones who teach that 
doctrine to the people, it follows that in 
teaching such false doctrine, clergymen 
are the servants of the Devil. 

No attempt is made in this note to 
quote Scripture to refute these state- 
ments, for it should be obvious to any 
Bible believer that they are false and 
blasphemous. In each case Mr. Strauss 
devotes several pages to proving from 
the Scriptures that these are foundation 
doctrines cf the Christian faith, and at 
the back of the booklet there is an in- 
dex of Scripture texts. 

Other good pamphlets and books on 
Russellism are as follows: 

Jehovah's Witnesses, Millennial Dawnism, 
er Russellism and Rutherfordism, What Do 
They Teach? By Russell Taylor Smith. (Pro- 
phetic Testimony of Philadelphia, 1414 5S. 
Penn Sq., Philadelphia, 5 cents.) 
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Prophetic Program of Judye Woatherfond, 
by, Keith L. Brooks. (American Prophetic 
League, 4747 Townsend Ave., Los Angeles, 
Calif., 5 cents, 50 cents a doz.) 

Russellism and Rutherfordism. (New Eng- 
land Book and Tract Publishing Co., Box 56, 
Watertown, Mass.) 

Russellism Exposed. By Paul Edward 
Hewitt. (Zondervan Publishing House, 35 
cents.) 
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The Strange Doctrines Commonly Called 
Russellism, Jehovah’s Witness, International 
Bible School, etc. By W. J. Dawson. (Sunday 
School Board of Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashvilie, Tenn., 3 cents.) 

Jehovah's Witnesses, Who Are They? What 
Do They Teach? By Pastors A. H. Fardon 4nd 
A. J. McFarland. (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago, 5 cents, 
or 40 cents a dozen.) 








Why a Young Man Nearly Lost His Job 


How he was redeemed from the 
curse of liquor 





By Paul H. Graef 














HE young man concerning whom I 

now write was a very likable per- 
son, of good edteation, agreeable person- 
ality, and considerable ability. It did 
not take long for him to forge ahead in 
the office then under my charge, and 
upon the death of a man holding a more 
important position, he was promoted to 
fill the vacancy. As he took up his new 
work in the intelligent manner that had 
characterized him previously, it seemed 
that no mistake had been made in ad- 
vancing him. , 

After awhile a development arose 
which disturbed me greatly. From time 
to time an odor of liquor was noticeable 
on his breath, and I realized that he 
was slipping, though his habits pre- 
viously had been beyond reproach. Sev- 
eral attempts were made to win him to 
Christ, but I was always met with the 
response: “Mr. Graef, I know that you 
are trying to get me to accept Christ. 
But I will never do that unless I really 
mean it, and I am not willing to do it 
now.” 


One step in sin leads to another, and 
soon my young friend was absent for 
two days. When he reappeared, it 
needed but a glance at his face to un- 
derstand how the days had been spent. 
He confessed with shame that he had 
beén under the influence of liquor, and 
assured me it would not occur again. 
When I spoke about his accepting Christ, 
he again refused. He went from bad 
to worse, his absences becoming more 
frequent, and it became evident that 
things must change or he must be dis- 
charged. The thought of this distressed 
me, knowing that his whole future would 
be affected. 


Earnestly did I pray that I might have 
the joy of leading him to Christ, but 
the possibility of this seemed beyond 
hope, for after he had been warned that 
another disappearance would result in 
his discharge, off he went again. During 
lunch hour on the third day he appeared. 
Walking unsteadily up to me, everything 
about him showing the effects of drink, 
he said, “Mr. Graef, I have come back 





This is the sixth article in the series of 
ten by Mr. Graef. 


expecting my discharge, for that is what 
I fully deserve.” 

Determining not to take that action 
without again stressing the need of his 
salvation, I said, “Come into the private 
office, where we can talk without inter- 
ruption.” He followed me in, and I asked 
him if he any longer had confidence in 
himself to resist sin, to which he replied, 
No, he had come to the end of his rope, 
or words to that effect. Now my young 
friend was a minister’s son, his father 
being dead. The young man had at- 
tended Sunday school for years, and was 
now a member of a city church of the 
same denomination with which his father 
had been connected. Thus, outwardly 
bearing the name Christian, but never 
having’ truly and understandingly ac- 
cepted and confessed Jesus Christgas his 
Saviour and Lord, he was, like many 
others, wearing a false front before the 
world. He was not intentionally doing so, 
but in ignorance of the Word of God. 
I used only one Scripture that noontime, 
Romans 10:9, 10, after which we went on 
our knees in prayer. He gave his heart 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and rose to his 
feet a “new man in Christ Jesus.” 

He then told me how he had been led 
into sin. As usual, the first step seemed so 
harmless, just to accept a friend’s invi- 
tation to take a drink. Please notice that 
word. I wonder if those who invite and 
urge young men or young women to 
take the first drink can truthfully be 
classed as friends? How very easy it 
is to sin, and what dire consequences are 
certaix io follow, as one step leads to 
another: All of us are sinners, you 
know, so let us be careful about throw- 
ing stones at others! 

My young friend truly became a 
changed person, quickly re-establishing 
himself in his position, and eventually 
winning his way to greater preferment. 

A short while after his conversion, 
he showed its genuineness by saying to 
me, “Mr. Graef, I wish you would speak 
to my chum [mentioning him by name] 
in the hope of winning him to Christ 
also.” This pleased me greatly, for when 
a Christian becomes concerned about the 
salvation of others, it is an indication of 


(Continued on page 603) 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 18, printed text, 18 ; 23-33 
Golden Text.—The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.—Jas. 5:16 


j LESSON 6. AUGUST 9. ABRAHAM'S INTERCESSORY PRAYER 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Gen. 18:23-33 


Kinc JAMES VERSION é 


Gen. 18:23 And Abraham drew ‘near, and said, Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the wicked? 

24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt 
thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein? 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, and that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right? 

26 And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within 
the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 

27 And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes: 

28 Peradventure these shall lack five of the fifty righteous: 
wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I 
find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 

29 And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it 
for forty’s sake. 

30 And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And 
he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there. 

31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak 
unto the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. 
And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake. 

32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And 
he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Gen. 18:23 And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou con- 
sume the righteous: with the wicked? 24 Peradventure there are 
fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou consume and not spare 
the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 25 That be far 
from thee to’ do after this-manner, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, that so the righteous should be as the wicked; that be 
far from thee: shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
26 And Jehovah said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the 
eity, then I will spare all the place for their sake. 27 And Abra- 
ham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord, who am but dust and ashese 28 peradven- 
ture there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy 
all the city for lack of five? And he said, I will not destroy it, 
if I find there forty and five. 29 And he spake unto him yet 
again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. 
And he said, I will not do it for the forty’s sake. 30 And he said, 
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: peradventure 
there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, 
if I find thirty there. 31 And he said, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lord: peradventure there shall be 
twenty found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for the 
twenty’s sake.. 32 And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak yet but this once: peradventure ten shall be 
found there. And he said, I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake. 
33 And Jehovah went his way, as soon as he had left off com- 
muning with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


33 And the Lord went his way, as soon as he had left commu- 
ning with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te ministry of intercession is one 
of the most precious privileges 
vouchsafed to the child of God, link- 
ing him up in a very special way with 
our blessed, risen Lord Himself, who 
has’ been engaged in this exalted service 
on our behalf ever since He ascended to 
Heaven (Heb. 7:25). That God should 
have entrusted to frail mortals so blessed 
a ministry is beyond anything we might 
have expected. Yet we are commanded 
to pray for all men, for rulers (1 Tim. 
2:1, 2), for all fellow believers (Eph. 6: 
18), and for the fulfillment of God’s 
purposes concerning Israel (Psa. 122:6). 
In all of these things Paul, in the pres- 
ent dispensation, and Abraham, in the 
patriarchal age, are examples for us to 
follow. 

In the present lesson we see how God’s 
readiness to answer was limited only by 
Abraham’s faith to ask. Had the latter 
ventured but a little further in the bold- 
ness of faith, even Sodom and her sister 
cities might have been spared. Surely 
this emphasizes for us the importance 
of continuous, fervent, prevailing prayer 
in this present time of world-upheaval, 


he American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 


when God’s four sore judgments are be- 
ing poured out upon the nations (Ezek, 
14:21). 


The Historical Setting 


Over thirty years had elapsed between 
the events recorded in our last -lesson 
and those now before us. Because of 
famine, Abraham had gone down into 
Egypt and returned, a chastened man, to 
Canaan. Because of self-interest, Lot 
had separated from him and eventually 
gone into Sodom, where he dwelt for 
a number of years, and sat in the gate, 
as a judge. Meantime, Ishmael had been 
born, .because of the failure of Abraham 
and Sarah, who became weary waiting 
for the fulfillment of the promise. At 
last the sin of the cities of the plain be- 
came so flagrant God was about to de- 
stroy them. ' 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 18:23—And Abraham drew near.” 
God had appeared to Abraham in the 
form of aman. This was what is called 
a theophany. He acquainted Abraham 
with His indignation against the wicked 
cities where Lot and his family resided, 
This moved the heart of the patriarch 
to pray ttiat the impending judgment 
might be deferred, lest the righteous 
suffer with the wicked. That interces- 
sion such as his was in accordance with 
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the mind of God is evident. He would 
have His people exercised to intercede 
on behalf of sinful communities. 


Verse 24.—“Peradventure there be fifty 
righteous.” The possibility that Lot, his 
family, and some intimate friends might 
number at the most some fifty people 
seems to have been in Abraham’s mind. 
If so many were found even in Sodom, 
might not the place be spared? 


Verse 25.—“Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” This was not a 
mere forlorn hope. It was the expres- 
sion of confidence in the righteousness 
of God, which Abraham made the. basis 
of his plea. 


Verse 26.—“If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous ...I will spare all the place 
for their sakes.” Judgment is God’s 
strange work (Isa. 28:21). He has no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked 
(Ezek. 18:23). He responded gladly to 
Abraham’s intercessory prayer and 
promised to defer the destruction of the 
city if even fifty righteous should be 
found therein. 


Verse 27.—“Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak ... which am but 
dust and ashes.” With a becoming sense 
of his own unworthiness, Abraham was 
emboldened to plead further when God 
manifested His gracious consideration. 
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Verse 28.—“Wilt thou destroy all the 
city for lack of five?” Perhaps, after 
all, fifty righteous was too high an esti- 
mate. ‘ So Abraham pleaded for the 
divine mercy if only forty-five such were 
found, and to this God assented in grace. 


Verse 29.—“I will not do it for forty’s 
sake.” The number was lowered by 
another five, so that it became two score, 
and still the Lord acceded to the peti- 
tion of His servant. 


Verse 30.—“Peradventure there shall 
thirty be found there.” Abraham’s faith 
was growing bolder. This time he drop- 
ped off ten and still God responded, 
saying, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 
there.” He delighteth in mercy (Micah 
7:18). 


Verse 31—‘“‘Peradventure there shall 
be twenty found there.” The more God 
responded, the more Abraham ventured. 
When he had lowered the number to 
one score, the same promise to defer 
the judgment was made if even that 
many righteous people should be found 
in the ungodly city. 


Verse 32.—“I will speak yet but this 
once: Peradventure ten.” At last Abra- 
ham’s faith had reached its limit. Doubt- 
less he felt reasonably certain that in 
the household of his kinsman Lot, at 
the very least there would be found ten 
who still kept the ways of righteousness. 
But he failed to realize the terribly cor- 
rupting power of the evil by which 
this righteous man Lot (2 Pet. 2:6, 7) had 
surrounded himself and in the midst of 
which he had brought up his family. 
Invariably “evil communications corrupt 
good manners” (1 Cor. 15:33). God 
promised to spare the city if even ten 
just persons could be found in it, but 
small as was the number, it was too 
high a mark. 


Verse 33—“The Lord went his way, 
- « - and Abraham returned unto his 
place.” Not until Abraham ceased to 
intercede did God cease to respond. 
When the faith of this devoted man 
could go no further, the Lord left him 
and he returned to his tent and his altar 
to wait until he should know what was 
to befall the cities, whose iniquities cried 
to high Heaven for vengeance, and the 
family of his nephew Lot, who had for- 
saken the path of separation and had 
made their abode in the midst of all this 
wickedness. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


To intercede with God is to pray to 
Him on behalf of others. To do this 
aright one must know the Lord as a liv- 
ing, loving Personality, who is inter- 
ested in all that concerns the creatures 
He has made. To Abraham this knowl- 
edge came slowly. He began life as a 
member of an idolatrous family, as 
Joshua 24:2, 3 tells us. How the reve- 
lation of the one true God came to him 
as a young man, we are not told. But 
from that time on he was in God’s school 
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Lesson Calendar 
Last Week’s Lesson 


5. August 2.—Abram: A Pioneer in 
Faith. 
Genesis 11:31 to 12:9; Yebrews 11:8-12 





6. August 9.—Abraham’s Intercessory 


BNE cccccdekccedhktevaek tice? Genesis 18 

7. August 16.—Isaac Practices Peace. 
Genesis 26 

8. August 23.—Jacob’s Vision of God. 
Genesis 27, 28 


9. August 30.—Jacob Seeks God’s Help. 
Genesis 31 to 33 

10. September 6.—The Alcohol Problem: 

Past and Present. In Ancient 

Sodom — Genesis 13:13; 19:23-25; 

Deuteronomy 32:31-33. In Ancient 
BE. xencdveterdeseseedsvesed Amos 6:1-7 

11, September 13.—Joseph Sold into Slav- 
OF wenteaecenesrresss Genesis 37, 39 to 41 

12. September 20.—Judah: An Example of 
Self-Sacrifice ............ Genesis 42 to 44 








and each new experience gave him a 
better understanding of the heart of the 
One who had led the youth to prize 
fellowship with God above all else. It 
was a great moment in his life when he 
learned this God was his Friend (Jas. 
2:23; Isa. 41:8) to whom he could speak, 
as it were, face to face and with whom 
he could plead for others who needed 
mercy and succor. 


A Lesson Outline 

GENESIS 18 
The Lord visits Abraham (v. 1) 
Entertaining angels unawares (vs. 2-8) 


The promise as to Isaac confirmed (vs. 
9, 10) 


Sarah reproved for doubting (vs. 11-15) 


God’s recognition of Abraham’s faithful- 
ness (vs. 16-19) 


The judgment of Sodom declared (vs. 
20-22) 

Abraham’s intercession and Jehovah’s 
answer (vs. 23-32) 


The limit of faith reached (v. 33) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The question is often raised as to 
whether prayer changes God’s purpose. 
The answer is that prayer is a part of 
that purpose. Instances abound in Scrip- 
ture which show that before God ac- 
complished certain things, whether in 
grace or in judgment, He moved some 
faithful one to pray regarding those very 
things. Specially is this true in respect 
to intercession one for another. With 
most of us who pray at all, far more 
time is spent in presenting our own 
needs or personal desires before God 
than in making intercession for others. 
God blessed Job when he prayed for 
his friends (Job 42:10). Our own hearts 
are enlarged and our spiritual experi- 
ence deepened as we remember those 
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more needy than ourselves, before the 
throne. We need an all-embracing faith 
that will claim from God for our friends, 
and even for our enemies, what He so 
delights to bestow. 


In Hebrews 11, where we have the 
honor roli of the heroes of faith, we 
do not read, “By faith Lot sat in the gate 
of Sodom.” It was self-interest, not de- 
votion to God, that took him there in 
the first place, and that kept him there 
for the years that his family were grow- 
ing up. As a result, because of his own 
personal piety, he was saved so as by 
fire, fer all he had labored for during 
those years went up in the judgment 
flames that destroyed the cities of the 
plain, and his family so learned the ways 
of the citizens of that unholy district that 
some were destroyed because they re- 
fused to leave before the judgment fell 
and the rest passed out of the pages of 
Scripture in darkest infamy. 


Applications and Summaries 


He who would pray effectually for 
others must be himself in fellowship 
with God. Are we careful so to walk 
with Him that we can pray with con- 
fidence? 


So long as Abraham continued to ask, 
God continued to respond. It was only 
when His servant limited his interces- 
sion that the Lord limited His grace. 


God could give all that we need or that 
we would have Him do for others, apart 
from our prayers. But He has chosen 
to give in answer to our supplication 
that we may have definite, positive proof 
of His gracious interest in the things that 
lie heavily upon our hearts. 


The spirit of reverence in which Abra- 
ham presented his petitions may well 
speak to our hearts. Irreverence even 
in prayer is a very common failing 
among the people of God today. 


To ask according to the will of God 
is to make request in accordance with 
His mind as revealed in His Word. Then 
we may be certain He will grant our 
petitions. 


In the present world crisis, what need 
there is that the church of God be moved 
to intercessory prayer! Do we cry to 
Him day and night for the deliverance 
of the nations from the horrors of con- 
tinued warfare? 


If ten righteous would have saved 
Sodom, what would be the effect in these 
times if there were a great turning to 
God in repentance and self-judgment on 
the part of His people everywhere? 

CHICAGO. 

w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the. two papers. 
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“Lesson for August 9 


‘Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and search character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HY did the Lord share His knowl- 
Weaze of the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah with Abraham? 
2. Whyx was Abraham so interested in 
Sodom? 


3. What is meant by intercession as dis- 
tinguished from prayer in the ordinary 
sense? 

4. What two remarkable things happened 
to Abraham just before he interceded for 
Sodom, things which prepared him for the 
intercession? 

5. What are some of the things which 
mark Abraham's intercession? 

.. 6. Why did Abraham speak of himself 
as but dust and ashes? 

7. Why did God not answer Abraham's 
prayer to save the cities? 


_.8. For whom are we told to make inter- 
cession? , 


9. Can everyone serve as an intercessor? 


10. Do our prayers make it easier for 
Others to find Christ? (Jas. 5:16.) 





Answers fo the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 601 of this issue. 


: The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading caref a leaflet ex- 
P the conditions of this department. The 
ull list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected b: 
the editors, whieh might otherwise avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the tota) for any one lesson. 

Didn’t Need Explaining.—The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
‘eth much (Golden Text). “And how 
do you explain it?” asked one who had 
heard an old saint tell of a wonderful 
answer to prayer. “I don’t,” she an- 
swered simply, “it does not need ex- 
plaining. I just took the Lord at His 
word and He took me at mine.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


It Worked Both Ways.—And Abraham 
drew near, and said (Gen. 18:23). At 
sixteen I joined the church. After that 
I read a few verses from the Bible each 
night and morning and prayed for 
strength to live a Christian life. After 
a year or so I began to suspect I was not 
making good, although I did not bring 
reproach on my profession. When I 
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evtered college I didn't A it be known 
that I was a church member. One 
afternoon the fellow I roomed with had 
a fall in the gymnasium. He was carried 
to our room more dead than alive. The 
blood gushed from nose and mouth, and 
the physician we summoned was not 
assuring. I shall never forget the terror 
in my roommate’s eyes as he whispered, 
“Wilson, I—wish you’d pray for me.” 
We were alone, and I kneeled down and 
said something aloud to God about help- 
ing my friend. I was surprised to see 
the change in him and still more in 
myself. That faltering prayer opened 
to me the whole wide vista of inter- 
cession. I saw that my Christian faith 
had languished because I had never 
prayed enough for others. A Christian 
must needs be an intercessor.—From the 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Tingley, Iowa. Prize illustration. 


The King’s Bounty.—Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right? (v. 25.) 
A skillful surgeon recently undertook 
the responsibility of performing a seri- 
ous operation on the eyes of an Eastern 
monarch which proved highly successful. 
After the king’s recovery the problem 
of presenting his account puzzled the doc- 
tor, for he was dubious as to what figure 
would correctly estimate the value of 
the result achieved; as in Eastern coun- 
tries it is a serious wrong to charge the 
king more or less than the actual value. 
Taking a blank billhead the doctor wrote 
across it, “The king can do no wrong,” 
and respectfully submitted it to the mon- 
arch. His answer was a letter enclosing 
a sum far beyond his highest hopes. 
When we know not what to pray for, 
let us leave it to our Heavenly King, 
who doeth all things well—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


Some Day We'll See.—Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right? (v. 25.) 
“Why did my precious baby die? We 
could have cared for her properly and 
would have trained her in a godly life.” 
“Why did this financial disaster overtake 
me? I’ve tried honestly to be God’s 
steward. I’ve lost all!” Why? Why? 
Why? Such questions are not presump- 
tuous. God made us mental and moral 
beings. We are taught that this is a 
moral universe. But these questions may 
not be answered on earth. Does that 
mean that they will never be answered? 
No! There will be a time when we 
shall have explanation and judgment. 
We shall say: “I see it now, Lord. Thy 
loving-kindness is great. ‘Blessed be the 
name of the Lord’!”—From “To-Day.” 
Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 


When We Use the Key.—And the Lord 
said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare... 
for their sakes (v. 26. See also vs. 29, 
30, 31, 32). All that God is, and all that 
God has, is at the disposal of prayer. 
But we must use the key — prayer. 


TITER IZ PhP) 
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Prayer can do anything that God can 
do, and as God can do anything, prayer 
is omnipoteqi--Ezam _R, \Aa Torréy? in 
Latin Americ Evangelist. Sent by C. 
Leslie Gmith, Forestvillé, N.Y. 


General Chiang’s Amazing Prayer.— 
I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord (v. 27). Generalissimo Chiang, 
though carrying the heaviest portion of 
the burden of an invaded China attacked 
by ruthless enemies, is not too busy to 
read his Bible and to pray. Recently 
one evening in Chunking a Canadian was 
invited to the Chiang home, and during 
his visit, an air raid was upon the capi- 
tal. When the raid was over, this for- 
eign friend was invited to share their 
family evening devotion. The following 
is what he wrote to the Canadian press: 
“The Generalissimo began by reading 
some Scripture, then he prayed with a 
simple expression of thanks for their 
safety. Then he added thanks for the 
courage of the nation under fire. Then 
he prayed for strength for the men in 
the field and along the firing lines; he 
prayed for strength for himself and added 
a most earnest plea for guidance and wis- 
dom, that he should not fail the Chinese 
people. Bnt the most amazing thing in his 
prayer was the plea that God would 
help him and help China not to hate 
the Japanese people. He prayed for the 
Japanese Christians, and all the suffer- 
ing multitudes of Japanese whose im- 
poverishment was making the war on 
China possible. He prayed for the peo- 
ple who were bombed and for forgive- 
ness for those who dropped the bombs. 
In the simplest and humblest terms he 
laid himself at the service of the Al- 
mighty God, and he begged that he might 
know the Divine Will, and do it on the 
morrow.”—From the Harvester. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


we 


a 
The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Paul on Board.—And Abraham drew 
near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy 
the righteous with the wicked? (Gen. 18: 
23.) Years ago, long before I became a 
writer for the Times, that paper printed 
an article entitled “Paul on Board.” It 
was by the late Dr. Sparhawk Jones, 
minister of one of Philadelphia’s prin- 
cipal churches. 


The Doctor went on to show that the 
sole reason why all the crew and pas- 
sengers on board the ship, driven across 
the sea and wrecked on the Island of 
Malta, were saved from drowning was 
because the boat carried the Apostle 
Paul. 


Then the Doctor went on to show, by 
irresistible logic and familiar facts and 
Scripture that this world of ours was 
kept going by those who, like Paul, had 
their lives bound up in Jesus. The arti- 
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cle made a deep impression upon the 
present writer. 

I. am. writing this paragraph while 
Continental Europe is being ravaged by 
war and facing a great shortage of food, 
giving promise to result in actual famine 
and starvation in the days to come. I 
am telling the men of the Iron Rose Bible 
Class that as long as we have Sunday 
schools and big Bible classes, like our 
own (and all over the land, from ocean 
to ocean, are thousands of smaller and 
larger Sunday schools honoring God by 
their service), we will be doing much 
for the safety and prosperity of the 
U.S.A, and Canada. 

Awhile ago I attended the annual 
parade of the Sunday schools of Brook- 
lyn. Every June over 100,000 of the 
Sunday school people of that great city, 
all dressed up in their new summer “bib 
and tucker,” parade in Prospect Park 
and through the streets of different sec- 
tions of the city, winding up after the 
parade with a party, with refreshments, 
at their various churches. It will be of 
interest for the readers to know the 
“parade” this year had 5,000 proxy 
marchers. These 5,000 represented Sun- 
day school boys in the service. These 
proxies wore red badges about four by 
six inches with a star, and reading, “I 
am marching in the parade of the Brook- 
lyn. Sunday School Union for [man’s 
name], who is serving his country.” 

The other Sunday out in Chicago, at 
the noon hour, I spoke to the H. H. Cross 
Class in the Edgewater Presbyterian 
Church. There were about 500 boys, 
from eighteen to twenty-three years of 
age. This is probably the greatest com- 
mercial city in the country, and is one 
of my exhibits in the case. 


The Approach.—Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? (v. 25.) In 
considering this wonderful scene in the 
history of the Patriarch, probably no 
other writer will call attention to the 
manner of Abraham’s approach. 


Some praying we have all heard has ~ 


been much on the “I-mean-business” or- 
der. That is to say, it is so much on the 
take-it-or-leave-it plan — “There, God, is 
what you promised. Now give it to me.” 

Abraham used the good old countryside 
method of doing business with God, if 
I may use that expression. 

Farmer Ezra drives into Farmer 
Jacob’s place: 

“"Day, Jacob,” says Ezra. “Good 
weather we're having for this time of 
year.” 

“Yes, Ezra, but a leetle rain would do 
the corn a heap o’ good.” 

“Jacob, how’s Mandy and the kids, and 
the in-laws?” 

“Bully, Ezra, how’s yourn?” 

“I hear you’re pushin’ the dairy a 
little.” 

“Yes, I have more pasture than I need, 
Ezra.” 

“Jacob, ya couldn’t use a nice young 
heifer, could you?” 
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“Oh, I don’t know, Ezra; what’s she 
worth?” 

“Thought I ought ta get a hundred fer 
oe 

“Pretty stiff price for jest an ordinary 
heifer, ain’t it?” 

“Yes, but she’s a Jersey.” 

“All right, Ezra, I’ll stop over some 
day an’ look ’er over.” 

That is a typical old-time farmer ap- 
proach to a cow sale. 

When Wrigley, the chewing gum man, 
was a young fellow selling his father’s 
sand soap, an old drummer, turned store- 
keeper, taught him that the getting of 
orders largely depended upon the ap- 
proach of the salesman, and the old 
storekeeper taught Wrigley the fine 
points of the game. . 


The Metric System.—I will speak yet 
but this once: Peradventure ten shall 
be found there (v. 32). Years ago, when 
I was in college, an attempt was made 
by certain college professors to have this 
country adopt the metric system. In- 
stead of having as a standard a yardstick 
of 36 inches, the standard would be a 
meter of 39.37 inches. 

Instead of pounds, shillings, and pence 
in our money system, we have mills, 
cents, dimes, and dollars. 

I do not remember that attention was 
called, in the arguments of that day, to 
the fact that in patriarchal times the 
metric system was used. 

If you will notice, Abraham in his ap- 
proach to God used the metric system, 
and later it will be found that when 
Jacob made his vow in regard to what he 
would give to God he used the metric 
system and said he would give a tenth. 

But this is not the important thing in 
this paragraph. The important thing to 
notice is that it was Abraham who quit 
at ten, and not God. This writer be- 
lieves that even if there had been a Paul 
on board in Sodom, God would have 
spared it for the sake of that man. 

When you remember of what sort the 
family of Lot consisted, you will be a 
very brave contender should you want 
to contend that God did a very cruel 
thing in wiping out the population of 
a whole city, among which might have 
been some innocent people. 

The observation of a long life has im- 
pressed me with the fact that one of the 
greatest defects of modern younger folks, 
and glider folks, too, is that they are 
quitters. 

The Lord said something about putting 
the hands to the plow and looking back. 
Lot’s wife looked back. 

There are lots of promises to him who 
never becomes weary in well doing. It 
might be an interesting study some day 
for you to look them up. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is the Times paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Theophanies. 

Discussion: Ask the fellows to say 
frankly, if they will, just how close to 
the Lord they seem to get in prayer. Is 
He far off, or very near? What is the 
best way “wv cultivate an intimate near- 
ness? 











AY, fellows, there are at least three 

very important things to think about 
in this most unusual incident of Abra- 
ham’s interview with the theophany and 
the twc-ether heavenly visitors while 
he entertained them as his guests. A 
theophany was a manifestation of God 
Himself in human form. It is not the 
only time that God chose to use extraor- 
dinary means of sending messages to 
His servants: as for instance, in the case 
of Lot, Moses, Balaam, Gideon, David, 
Elijah, Daniel, Joseph, Mary, Zacharias, 
Peter, Philip, Paul, sometimes in human 
form, sometimes in angelic form, but ap- 
pearing visibly and counseling in an aud- 
ible voice. Of course the big lesson of 
this incident is “intercessory prayer.” 
When our prayers are intercession for 
others they are more like the prayers 
of our Lord than any other. 


The amazing thing revealed by the in- 
cident is that God Almighty, Creator of 
the universe, is willing to be interviewed 
and pleaded with by a mere man — even 
to be challenged by him in a moral 
sense: “Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” The Lord God is very 
patient with His creatures. “Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the 
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool” (Isa. 1:18). 


The Lord was very patient with Abra- 
ham, and so He is with you and with 
me, though we may be far less valuable 
to Him. You can stand in God’s pres- 
ence in less than a moment’s notice, any 
time, day or night, and tell Him what 
is on your heart. If you want an inter- 
view with some important person you 
must apply for an appointment to call 
at such time as he will name, which may 
mean a long wait, even if you get the 
privilege; but it is not so with the Lord 
who holds the universe in His hand. He 
is already waiting for you, ready to an- 
swer before you call (Isa. 65:24). Is it 
not a strange thing, fellows, that we will 
go through all kinds of heart-crushing 
experiences striving for something, when 
all the time the Giver of every good and 
perfect gift (Jas. 1:17) is right at hand, 
ready to do for us more abundantly than 
we can ask or think? (Eph. 3:20.) 

Another important thing to consider 
would be actually amusing if it did not 
point to a tragic defect in our praying. 
It is the way Abraham inched up to 
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Lesson for August 9 


the Lord in that prayer for Sodom. I 
am sure that Abraham did not believe 
there were fifty righteous people in 
Sodom, else he would not have shaved 
the number down to ten before he got 
through; but he just did not have at the 
outset the faith to ask on a basis of ten. 
Even when he did rally his faith to say 
ten, he seems to have quit in a panic 
because he doubtless felt quite sure all 
the time that Lot was the only right- 
éous man in Sodom. 


“And Abraham gat up early in the 
morning to the place where he stood be- 
fore the Lord: and he looked toward 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 
the land of the plain, and beheld, and, 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as 
the smoke of a furnace” (Gen. 19:27, 28). 


And I don’t think Abraham was in the 
least surprised. When he had parted 
from the Lord and had gone to bed 
the night before, it must have been with 
a keen sense of failure, for he had not 
exercised faith to the limit, else he would 
have said, “If peradventure there be one 
righteous person!” He had stopped at 
ten, and the odds were nine to one 
against him. No, he was not surprised 
to see that great rolling cloud of smoke 
going up to the sky when he arose next 
morning. e 


But, fellows, here is the beautiful truth 
about prayer. God does answer prayer. 
He answers every prayer that has even 
a spark of faith in it, and Abraham had 
certainly shown some faith, even in that 
sloping line of conditions. And back of 
that he had a grand record of faith. But 
the Lord answered his prayer in a very 
different manner from that which Abra- 
ham had planned. The Lord destroyed 
Sodom, but He saved Lot. And that 
was what Abraham wanted. 

The Lord is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever; and He will deal with you 
just as graciously as He did with Abra- 
ham. He will receive you in audience 
at any moment. He will hear your 
prayer, and if you have faith even so 
small as. a grain of mustard seed (what- 
ever measurement that may be) you may 
just as well start out by thanking Him 
for His answer to your prayer in ad- 
vance, for it will be answered; possibly 
not in the way you had planned, but 
in His own wonderful way, which is 
vastly better and wiser —for you. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


NE of the delightful phases of our 

home lifé down through the years 
has been the strangers entertained. Some 
unknown man spoke at the church. He 
came home to dinner with us, and has 
been a friend ever since. A mission- 
ary family drove up to the house and 
introduced themselves; they were friends 
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of a friend of ours, and soon they were 
our friends. 

What a wonderful blessing these 
strangers have been to us! Many times 
we have quoted today’s Memory Verse 
in connection with them. 

Somebody says, “But how could you 
take people home that way without hav- 
ing time to prepare for them?” We some- 
times did as Abraham did: invited the 
guests and then killed the calf, only ours 
was a chicken. And, after all, the food 
on the table, was always secondary to 
the fellowship around the table. 

Today’s lesson is a wonderful story. It 
gives us the picture of Abraham as the 
friend of God. God in human form, and 
two angels, also in the likeness of men, 
came to Abraham’s tent, and he invited 
them to rest under the tree while he got 
a morsel of bread to refresh them. Then 
Abraham hurried into the tent and told 
Sarah to make some hot biscuits as fast 
as she could, while he ran out to the 
corral and got a young calf and gave 
it to his servant to be killed. Then he 
hasted to prepare it, and when this meal 
was ready, Abraham served his guests 
out under the tree, and stood by them 
while they ate. 
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” Peal tn bad, bee 
mighty in spint. 
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They had some important conversation 
that day under that tree. God promised 
Abraham that he should have a son, for 
he was an old man, and he and Sarah 
had never had a child. 

Then the three guests stood up and 
locked toward Sodom where Abraham’s 
nephew Lot lived, and there followed the 
great intercession, or prayer, for Sodom. 

This lesson perhaps never was 6&0 
needed in America as it is today, for 
there were never so many people away 
from home, strangers in the city or the 
camp. Almost everyone who reads this 
will have opportunity of entertaining 
either men in Army or Navy or Air 
Force, or families whose men are work- 
ing on defense jobs and are away from 
home. The children in your classes will 
mingle with the children of these fam- 
ilies. What are you doing about it? 

God is giving the Christians of this 
country the most astonishing opportunity 
of giving out the Gospel that they have 
ever had. Reach the men in the service 
by asking them into your homes. You'll 
find many a homesick Christian boy, and 
many an unsaved one who.is waiting 
for somebody to tell him how to be saved. 
Get into touch with the defense work- 
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ers in your community; especially get 
the children into groups and tell them 
the story of Jesus Christ, their Saviour. 

Use an oak tree with a tent under it 
as illustration for the lesson story. 


MopestTo, CALIF. 
we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
Thou dost listen to Thy servants who seek 
Thee in faith and in expectation of Thy love 
and care. Even as Abraham made his plea 
for the city, so may we in the days of our 
deep consciousness of need in behalf of others 
have the blessed experience of finding Thy 
face turned in benevolence toward us as our 
plea goes up to Thee. Not Abraham alone, 
but everyone of like faith may claim Thy 
power and loving care in their time of need. 
So today we look to Thee as the needs of 
this life increase, and as the darkness of 
world events gathers around us. May we walk 
in faith and in security, not because of what 
we are, but because of what Thou art in thine 
everlasting mercy. We ask it in Jesus’ name. 
Amen, 


After the lesson.—Abraham is called 
in the lands of the Bible “the friend of 
God.” If a dweller in those lands refers 
to “The friend,” we know who it is that 
he means. Here is a wonderful distinc- 
tion for a man to have. Just think what 
it means to be a friend of God. In pray- 
ing for others Abraham must have felt 
particularly close to God in his knowl- 
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edge of God’s ways. He did not come 
as a stranger to Him, but as one who 
could lay his case, little by little, before 
his Heavenly Friend, and to do so with- 
out presuming upon that friendship. Do 
you pray for others? Do you feel that 
you can have answers to your prayer in 
blessing from your Friend of friends? 
Let us think of someone we know who 
is just now in special need, as we pray 
in His presence. Let us pray. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


NE spring, when the farmer’s parrot 

saw the crows pulling up the corn, 
he flew over and joined them. Soon, 
bang! went the farmer’s gun. When 
he went to look, he found that he had 
killed three crows and wounded his par- 
rot. He took the parrot home. “What 


did it, Papa? What hurt our pretty 
Poll?” asked the children. “Bad com- 
pany! Bad company!” answered the 


parrot in a solemn voice. 
If Lot had kept on following Uncle 
Abram’s good example in leaving wicked 
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people instead of seeking their company, 
he would have saved himself a lot of 
trouble. (Review the reasons for Abram’s 
journey from Ur to Canaan.) 

As the years went by, Lot and Abram 
almost had a quarrel. Lulu will tell 
how generous Abram prevented it (Gen. 
13:2, 5-13). “Lof . . . pitched his tent 
toward Sodom.” Yes, there were rich 
pasture lands for his sheep and cattle 
around there, but bad company for him- 
self and his family. Madeline will re- 
port on how that got him into trouble 
and how Uncle Abram came to the res- 
cue (Gen. 14:8-16). 

Uncle Abram’s prayers saved Lot at 
another time. Twenty-three years had 
then gone by since Abram and Lot had 
come into Canaan. Abram’s name was 
now Abraham. One day the Lord and 
two angels, appearing as men, stood by 
Abraham’s tent. Abraham invited them 
to rest beneath the shade of the tree 
while he had a nice meal cooked. The 
Lord gave Abraham and his wife Sarah 
a promise of something they had wanted 
for many years—a baby son of their 
own. When the men got ready to leave, 
Abraham walked a way with them. They 
were headed toward Sodom. The Lord 
explained that the people of Sodom and 
of Gomorrah, a neighboring city, were 
very wicked, and that He was going 
there to see about it. The other two 
kept on, but the Lord stayed for a bit 
with Abraham. Abraham had a ques- 
tion. Clayton and Arnold will read this 
conversation between the Lord and 
Abraham as a dialogue (Gen. 18: 23-32). 
Then the Lord went on His way and 
Abraham returned home. 

That evening when the two angels 
came to Sodom, Lot invited them to 
spend the night with him. They in- 
formed him that the Lord was going 
to destroy the city and told him to 
warn his family. In the morning the 
angels tried to hurry Lot, his wife, and 
their two daughters out of the city into 
the mountains to safety. Once they were 
out, fire and brimstone fell from heaven 
and destroyed all that fertile valley with 
its cities and their inhabitants. Even 
Lot’s wife, who looked back instead of 
escaping, was caught in the catastrophe. 

Perhaps Abraham had been worrying 
all night whether God would destroy 
Sodom and Lot with it. Anyway, he was 
up early in the morning and looked in 
the direction of Sodom; and “lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the 
smoke of a furnace. And it.came to 
pass, when God destroyed the cities of 
the plain, that God remembered Abra- 
ham, and sent Lot out of the midst of 
the overthrow” (Gen. 19:28, 29). 

It seems to me that God saved Lot 
because of Abraham’s prayer. Does any- 
one pray for you? Do you pray for 
anybody beside yourself? That kind of 
prayer is sometimes called intercession. 
If you have a father or mother who 
prays for you, you may never know how 
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much they have saved you from trouble. 
But whether you have a relative or 
friend to pray for you or not, there is 
One who never forgets to remember 
you, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself — 
see Hebrews 7:25. And He wants us to 
pray. Do you pray every night and 
morning? Do you say grace at meals? 
“I will call upon God... . Evening, and 
morning, and at noon, will I pray” (Psa. 
55:16, 17; Memory Verse). 

Junior teacher, are some of your 
pupils, after confessing Christ, being 
wooed back into the world? After their 
conversion, let us not sin in ceasing to 
pray for them (1 Sam. 12:19-23). 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To make intercessors of your 
girls. 


Victory Poster.—Make the following 
acrostic on a large poster for application 
as this series of lessons continues. Which 
parts of it apply to Abraham? 

VISION (Prov. 29:18). 
I NTERCESSION (Heb. 7:25). 
@ © ONFESSION (1 John 1:9), 
T ESTIMONY (Rev. 11:7). 
O BEDIENCE (2 Cor. 10:5). 
R IGHTEOUSNESS (2 Cor. 6:7). 
Y IELDEDNESS (2 Chron. 30:8). 


Lesson Symbol.—Add a priest to your 
symbols of victory. 
/ 











“Stoop YET BEFORE THE LORD” 


~$¢B UT Abraham stood yet before the 


Lord.” Abraham was an inter- 
cessor, holding the position of a priest. 
He was doing what you and I, as Chris- 
tians, have the privilege of doing today, 
—interceding before the Lord for neigh- 
bors and nations (1 Tim, 2:1-5; Heb. 7: 
25; 1 Pet. 2:5). 

Companionship with the Lord must pre- 
cede intercession (John 15:7). Follow 
the sequence of Abraham’s relationship 
with the Lord in the lesson story: “The 
Lord appeared unto him” (Gen. 18:1). 
Abraham and his household waited upon 
the Lord and entertained Him in their 
home (Josh. 24:15). He listened to the 
Lord’s personal promise to his own fam- 
ily (Psa. 138:8). He “stood yet before 
the Lord” (Psa, 91:1). He “drew near, 
and” made intercession for sinners (Jas. 
4:8). 

“SPARE THE PLACE” 


Sodom and Gomorrah were beautiful 
places “even as the garden of the Lord” 
(Gen, 13:10), and Abraham did not want 
these testimonies of God’s creative 
powers, and man’s genius to be de- 
stroyed. But even the beauty of nature, 
and the highest expressions of man’s en- 
deavor cannot conceal sin and sinners; 
and Abraham, knowing this, began to 
pray. 

Make a thermometer-like diagram, 
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using the numbers in Abraham’s prayer, 
with fifty at the top, followed in space 
order by: 45, 40, 30, 20, 10,4, and 3. Dur- 
ing class darken the figures on spaces 
previously marked. Color the lower 
three red for Lot and his two daughters 
whom the Lord saved from among their 
sinner neighbors (Rom. 6:23). The 
fourth space may be shaded gray to rep- 
resent the “fencewalker” wife whose 
mind and heart were foggy and uncer- 
tain, and who consequently failed to es- 
cape (Heb. 2:1-3). 


“Anp Gop BLess AMERICA” 


A calendar picture showed a 
small girl kneeling beside her bed. 
It was to be assumed that she had 
just prayed: “Dear God, bless 
Mama and Daddy” (and others 
whom she knew), because the title 
suggested a continuation of prayer: 
“And God, bless America.” Even 
small children can join us as in- 
tercessors as we pray in this pres- 
ent-day crisis for the nations. 

We may not, as Abraham did, 

50 indicate a definite number of right- 
eous. We can leave the number 
with the Lord. Only the Lord 
knew His own in Sodom and Go- 
morrah. Nevertheless Abraham 
continued to pray. So must we! 

Even forty-five born-again, sur- 

45 rendered witnesses would form a 
nucleus of personal workers to tell 
of God. Keep on praying! 

If Lot and his family had told 
their neighbors of the goodness and 
mercy of the Lord, and these had 

40 told others, surely forty righteous 
ones could have been found. Have 
we started witnessing? 

Response to the call of God is 
placed with each individual; sal- 
vation is the gift of God; but 

30 prayer for the salvation of others 
is the privilege of the believer. 
Are we taking our part as pray- 
ing priests? 

Could twenty saints in a city of 
sinners shine for God? Do you 

20 keep a prayer list of those who 
serve the Lord in hard places? 
Have you a set of pictures of those 
whom the Lord has placed upon 
your heart for prayer? Let us re- 
member to pray! 

How would you like to live in 
a town where not even ten people 

10 knew God? Often the only alter- 
native for a Christian is to move 
from a place where sinners dwell 
(2 Cor. 6:17). Sodom and Go- 
morrah were not spared, but three 
eternal souls were saved from 
death (Gen. 19: 15-29; Jas. 5:20). 

Distribute prayer-list sheets, and fol- 

low this lesson with definite requests for 
prayer. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 597) 


1. Abraham’s knowledge of God’s displeas- 
ure with Sodom and Gomorrah was no 
doubt inevitable, for he had, himself, left 
the city of Ur where sin was predominant. 
The Lord knew Abraham’s interest in the 
eternal well-being of human souls, and He 
permitted Abraham to share in His own 
concern for the salvation of those few who 
were spared. 

2. His selfish, ungrateful nephew Lot lived 
there with his family. 

3. Intercession involves prayer for others 
rather than for ourselves. 

4. He had communion with God and the 
angels, and entertained them. Then he 
heard the glorious promise of the birth of 
Isaac. So in our case, we have fellowship 
with God and we have assurance of God's 
grace in Christ. These are the prepara- 
tions for interceding for the redemption 
of men. 

5. His boldness (Gen. 18:23, 24); his faith 
(v. 25); his humility (v. 27); his earnest- 
ness (v. 30), and his persistence (v. 32). 

6. He took his true place before God as 
part of a ruined race. 

7. The cities with their material wealth 
and symbols of corruption would have had 
nothing but a harmful influence upon 
future generations who might live there; 
while the minds and spirits of the people 
were utterly degraded, and they had 
spurned God’s love and mercy (Jude 5-7). 

8. For our brethren, for Israel, for those 
in authority, and for all men that they 
might be saved and guided aright. 

9. When one’s ewn sins have been for- 
given, then that one can become an inter- 
cessor for the salvation, victory, and hap- 
piness of others. 

10. Yes. God hears our prayers; and others 
may recognize the Spirit of the Lord in 
our relationships with them, and be aware 
of our prayers; but each individual must, 
himself, make the choice (Acts 26:25-29). 


a Children at Home 


A Little Boy with Two Names 
By Perley R. Wade 


NE day a little boy was born in a 
home in China, and his mother was 
very, very happy. All day she sang for joy, 
and she thought her baby was the most 
beautiful baby in the world, Her friends 
sent him many presents, and among them 
was a gay cap with pictures of the Chi- 
nese gods on it, and a pair of shoes, each 
shoe with a cat’s head carefully embroid- 
ered on it to make him remember to be 
careful of his steps. 

When the day came to have his soft, 
black hair shaved off by the barber, 
who knew just where to cut it and where 
to leave it on, there was a great feast 
and many guests came. On that day 
the boy was given his name. 

His birthday was in blossom time when 
the trees were filled with cherry blos- 
soms, so his mother named him “Ten 
Thousand Springtimes,” only, of course, 
it did not sound like that in Chinese. 

The little mother was afraid that the 
gods would want such a beautiful baby. 
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She never had heard of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who loved little children, and 
all the gods she knew about were sup- 
posed to be always displeased with peo- 
ple, unless they gave them a great many 
gifts. She thought if anyone in the 
family did anything to displease the gods 
that they would take her baby away 
if they knew how she loved him, so 
when she spoke of him she called him 
“The Little Stupid One,” to make the 
gods think she did not love him. She 
never dared to hug and kiss him as we 
do our babies, for the same reason. 

How happy she was one day when 
she heard about the Lord Jesus and His 
love for little children! She knew then 
that she did not have to call him “The 
Little Stupid One” any longer, but could 
call him by the pretty name she first 
gave him. 


MELROSE, Mass. 


WARMED 


You can add to your income selling books, Bibles, 
Christmas cards, Scripture-text stationery, plaques, 





tracts, etc. Liberal discounts. No experience neces- 
sary. Full or part time. Write Dept. 8-306 


tH 
ody WESS 153 INSTITUTE PLACE + CHICAGO 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 

CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Write for FREE sample 


‘The Doorstep Evangel’’ widely used to win 
souls. Four-page Monthly distributed by 
churches, classes, and individuals. Low in cost, 
high in results. Why not investigate? Write, 
enclosing stamp for mailing to 


THE DOORSTEP EVANGEL 
Dr. Willard M, Aldrich, Editor 
P. O. Box 1-T - - Vancouver, Wash. 


The Greatest Need 
of Russians 


is spiritual. 180 millions in and 40 millions out- 
side the U. S. S. R. ABSOLUTELY NEED 
“the glorious gospel of the blessed God.”’ 


PRISONERS of WAR gratefully accept the 
BREAD of LIFE. 


REFUGEES, ORPHANS, RUSSIAN JEWS 
in Poland and Palestine NEED, DAILY 
BREAD and the Gospel. We send monthly 
supplies as funds permit. 


RUSSIAN GROUPS throughout THIS 
CONTINENT clamantly challenge us to 
provide the Gospel in Russian languages. 
Funds urgently needed for RUSSIAN BI- 
BLES, EVANGELISTS, AND RELIEF. 
“The Friend of Russians’’ is sent free to all 
donors of socents or more. Write and send 
your gifts to | 


Russian Missionary Society, Inc. 
Rev. F. J. Miles, Int’l Secretary 
Room 9, 1844 W. Monroe Street, Chicago, Ill. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Aug. 16, III. Refugees in Our Midst. Matt. 25: 
34-40; Heb. 13:1-3. 





Sunday, August 9 


Il. Youth in Other Churches 
(1 Thess. 4:9-12) 





Mon,-—Perfect co-ordination (Acts 4:32). 

Tues.—Brotherly love (Rom. 12:9, 10). 

Wed.—Consideration for one another (Eph. 
4:1-3). 

Thurs.—“‘Love and good works” (Heb. 10: 
4) 


Fri.—Fervent love (1 Pet. 1:22, 23). 
Sat.—Love one another (1 John 4:7, 8). 











HE classic anecdote illustrating 

Christian co-operation tells of the 
question asked by a visitor in a Western 
town, as to the meaning of a church 
bell that was ringing. “Oh,” said his 
hostess, “that is the Baptist bell ringing 
for the Congregational meeting that is 
to be held tonight in the Presbyterian 
Church.” 

All too often has it been that denomi- 
natjonal differences are emphasized 
rather than similarities. That there are 
denominational differences cannot be de- 
nied, but Christians need to be reminded 
frequently that, among the evangelical 
denominations, these differences in the 
main are along lines that are not fun- 
damental to the Christian faith, and that 
there is a broad area of belief in God’s 
Word and in Christian truth on which 
all the evangelical denominations can 
or should agree. We need to understand 
that nearly all of our evangelical de- 
nominations came into being because of 
the need for emphasis of some Christian 
truth that had been neglected by the 
then existing groups. 

ve 

Among young people’s societies the 
Christian Endeavor movement has been 
used in a remarkable way to break down 
the false barriers between Christian de- 
nominations and to help young people 
see that those in other Christian groups 
have much in common with them. The 
value of this week’s topic to your par- 
ticular group will be enhanced if com- 
mittees from your society have been pre- 
viously commissioned to visit other 
young people’s societies in your commu- 
nity, to carry to them expressions of 
fellowship and offers of co-operation, and 
to bring back to your group helpful sug- 
gestions and ideas that have resulted 
from such visitations. Perhaps there 
has been some needed mission work 
in your community, or some other form 
of Christian service that has seemed too 
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difficult or too taxing for your group 
alone. Perhaps it can be undertaken 
by the co-operation of several or all of 
the young people’s groups in your com- 
munity. 

4 


Our Scripture lesson for this week 
brings us a vivid illustration of Chris- 
tian co-operation in the early Church. 
Would it not be a fine thing if every 
church were taught “of God to love one 
another” (v. 9), as was the Thessalonian 
Church? God has not changed. If there 
has been any lack of brotherly love in 
the Church of Christ today it is not be- 
cause we have a different Teacher or 
one less disposed to teach this valuable 
lesson. It is because selfishness and in- 
difference have made it impossible for 
Him to teach us the needed lesson. 


But Paul’s commendation of the Thes- 
salonian Church also reminds them that, 
even though they had put into practice 
what they had been taught concerning 
brotherly love, they were to increase 
more and more (v. 10). Like other 
Christian virtues, brotherly love is not 
static or final, but is constantly to be 
upon the increase and without limit. 
It is unalterably linked with our love 
of God (1 John 4:21; 5:1). We can no 
more reach a limit in our love for our 
fellow Christians than we can reach a 
limit in our love for God. 


Now notice what is to characterize our 
love for fellow Christians. It is to be 
quiet, not striving or contentious; it is 
to be occupied with its own affairs, not 
inquisitive or of the busybody type; and 
it is not to make unreasonable demands 
upon others, but to be self-supporting 
(vs. 11, 12). There are many reasons 
why Christian love and co-operation 
should be like this, but the one stressed 
here by Paul is that outsiders, — that is, 
those who are not of the Christi#n faith, 
— may mark the decent and comely and 
consistent walk of the Christian. How 
often it has been that jealousy, envy, 
and strife between Christians of differ- 
ent denominations have turned away 
from the Lord Jesus those who might 
have known Him and served Him had 
they seen His love exemplified in the 
lives of believers. 

8 


There is one word of caution needed 
as we study this topic of co-operation 
and interchange with other churches. 
Notice that the Scriptural emphasis is 
upon Christian brotherhood. Those who 
have not come into sonship with our 
Heavenly Father by receiving His Son, 
cannot be our “brothers” (John 1:12). 
Unfortunately there are some churches 
and denominations who profess to be 
Christian and yet do not hold to the 
fundamental truths of the Christian faith; 
who deny the Lord Jesus as the unique 
Son of God; who reject the Scriptural 
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teaching concerning the necessity of be- 
lief in Him as essential to salvation, and 
acceptance of His death and resurrection 
as tenets of the Christian faith; who 
question the authority of His Word; and 
who look upon the Lord who bought us 
merely as a great and good leader or 
teacher, There can be no real Chris- 
tian co-operation or fellowship between 
believers and such unbelievers. It is folly 
to talk of mutual sympathy and under- 
standing between Christians and such 
groups. The clear command of God’s 
Word with regard to such is, “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers: for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness? and what 
cummunion hath light with darkness?” 
(2 Cor. 6:14.) Make certain that your 
co-operation and fellowship are with 
those who love and serve your Lord 
and who honor His Word, 


PHILADELPHIA, 





With the New Books 





The Little Jetts 
in Pilgrim's Progress 


The Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bun- 
yan’s Story Rewritten for Young 
People. By Wade C. Smith. 


\HRISTIAN in rags with his burden 
on his back, Christian struggling 
through the Slough of Despond, Chris- 
tian approaching the Wicket Gate, Chris- 
tian in his armor putting Apollyon to 
flight —these incidents and many other 
familiar to all of us are made more 
vivid by Mr. Smith’s clever little pen 
and ink sketches in this edition of Bun- 
yan’s famous work. Readers of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times are already ac- 
quainted with the Little Jetts; they are 
not primarily humorous, but impression- 
istic and meant to bring out lessons. A 
close study of them shows that they are 
done with real skill, and as we see them 
marching through the pages of the old 
allegory they make the action realistic. 
In his preface Mr. Smith gives us inter- 
esting data concerning Bunyan’s original 
work, and also a brief biographical 
sketch of Bunyan himself. In many 
editions there are no chapter divisions 
or titles, but in this volume Mr. Smith 
divides the book into sixteen chapters, 
and to each chapter he gives a title. For 
instance, the first chapter is headed “The 
Den and the Dream,” and chapter nine 
is cailed “Apollyon.” ‘These chapter di- 
visions are a lieal help to young people, 
and they will be found to be most ap- 
propriate. Mr. Smith has rewritten “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” for young people, and 
a careful comparison of his work with 
an unabridged edition of Bunyan’s classic 
shows that he has not weakened the 
older work by his paraphrase. Many 
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phrases and expressions used in Bun- 
yan’s time are not used today, and there- 
fore young readers will welcome this 
more modern version and will be able 
to grasp its truths more readily. 





The above review of Mr. Smith’s fine 
book was published in the Times ten 
years ago (Feb. 27, 1932), when his book 
was first issued by Harper and Brothers, 
New York, at $1.50. Harper and Brothers 
have closed out their stock of the book, 
and Mr. Smith has taken the remaining 
copies, — nearly 150. Here is an English 
classic, on the Christian life, which chil- 
dren and young people of today should 
learn to know. The present writer knows 
two children, a boy and a girl of six and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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eight years old, who are now greatly 
enjoying this book, either reading it 
themselves or having it read aloud to 
them. Those who would like to take 
advantage of this opportunity to secure 
the book at a reduced price, while the 
copies last, may obtain it at $1 per copy 
from Mr. Wade C. Smith, Box T, Avon 
Park, Fla. 
we 


Why a Young Man Nearly 
Lost His Job 


(Continued from page 594) 


his personal faith in Christ. His chum 
was later dealt with, the experience be- 
ing one of the most interesting occa- 
sions I have ever had. 

And now, reader friends, let me say 
in closing that it is my hope that some- 
one, living under the domination of some 
sin, might through the reading of the 
experience just related be led to come, 
just as he is, to Jesus Christ ‘for salva- 
tion and deliverance. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ invites you to put your whole 
trust in Him. And He is wondrously able 
both to save and deliver all who come 
to Him! He will never fail you. 


(To be continued) 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 3 to 9 


Mon.—Genesis 18 :23-33. 
Abraham’s Prayer for Sodom, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the wieked?” 
Abraham’s prayer for Sodom was urgent 
because he had loved ones in danger 
there. In his prayer he not only thought 
of Lot and his family, but he had in 
mind the fact that the Judge of all the 
earth would do right. He knew God so 
well that he could say, “That be far 
from thee ... to slay the righteous with 
the wicked.” Abraham’s request was of- 
fered with submission to the will of God. 
In this instance Sodom was destroyed, 
but not until Lot was sent, out of the 
city. Pray for Sunrise Mountain Bible 
Conference, Silver Bay, N. Y. 











The Sunday School Times advertise- 

ments are timely announcements of a 

variety of new and worth-while prod- 

ucts. It will pay to read these adver- 
tising columns regularly. 
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MAJESTIC HOTEL Ocean Front. Elevator. Pri- 


vate baths. Cafeteria. 
and CAFETERIA Moderate prices. Write fer 


OCEAN GROVE, N. J. “Wins G HAINES 





SELL Chuuirztmo. CARDS 


Take orders for America’s finest o1-folder $1 

Christmas assortments. Sell on sight. Also un- 

excelled Religious cards, Birthday, Every Day, 

Etching, and Gift W rapping assortments. Sam- 
ples on approva rite at once. 


Robinson Cards Dept. 200b Clinton, Mass. 


Se } EMBOSSED Personal 50: i] 
Christmas Cards st 
i SEAR MONEY SPARE TiME 


b Stone. lever, Smart New 


(REx ea only #1, hEnriets Assortments 













’ only 
ay B 
ARTISTIC CARD CO.. CO. 114 ways | Elmira, N.Y. 





NO DISAPPOINTMENT 


Our Everyday and Christmas Greetings are better 
than ever, and more beautiful. Use them person- 
ally, if you like the best. Represent us and make 
large profits for yourself orsociety. Particulars and 
a GIFT FREE if you include name and address 
of an interested friend. Write today for large il- 
lustrated catalog, including many items of interest. 
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE 
301-5 N. Elm Street Dept. S Nappanee, Ind. 





Show New Eye-Catching 


PERSONAL CHRISTMAS CARDS 


beau’ se mame hristmas 
Folders with sender 
1. Also fast-sell ha 
it for $ “Profe Ghe. 50e. 
cbings, Re- 
vie” le lng. i Bia 
groups. Write f. 


a) e 
USDEN, Inc./D ts mw hes aot 


* Buy hie Bonds * 


Buy Defense Bonds out of the proceeds 
of Sunflower Dish Cloth sales. Your 
group can buy twice as many and gain 
twice the benefit for your organization. 
Sample Free to Official 

SANGAMON MILLS Est. 1915 





Cohoes, N. ¥. 








‘cide FOR 10c és 
JONES ANT KILLER — A sure way to RID 
your home “= lawn of ANTS. 

or sale at all stores. 
JONES PRODUCTS CO., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Wheaton GCollear 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS q47 
OUR SAFEGUARD OF LIBERTY |B JME 


New courses announced. 
Accelerated program en- 
ables degree tobeearned ¥ 

in three years and three summers. 
Seurqeomnesting war needsoffered: 
Pilot Training, Radio, Navigation, 
Chemical wetiare, Electron cs, 
Pre-Medical, War- Soonseaiee, 
Personnel Mana ement, First 
Aid, Foods and Nutrition, Over 
400 course subjects in curriculum, 

Fall Term Opens 


September 12, 1942 
Summer term begins July 25 

Bulletin Free — Address 
WHEATON COLLEGE Box T-72A Wheaton, lilinols 
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“Beloved for the 
Fathers’ Sakes” 


The reason why the Jew has sur- 
vived world hatred is because God 
cannot lie. He says, ‘“‘I am the Lord, 
I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed.” Mal. 3:6. 


They are God’s people! Whether 
you touch them for weal or woe, you 
will have an account to settle with 
Him. The warning is, “I will bless 
them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee.” Gen. 12:3. 


Your continued fellowship is truly 
needed in these sad days for Israel. 
Our paper, THE CHOSEN PEOPLE, 
is sent to all contributors, and is prov- 
ing a blessing to many of the Lord’s 
people. 








AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 























W ANTED e 2 Christian young men and one wom- 
* anor man. Supervise boys’ dormitory 
and boys’ work; boys’ athletics. Teaching areas in 
English, commercial courses, Spanish, Bible, chorus; 
librarian. Church boarding high school; accredited. 
ithern mountains. lary, room and board. Give 
training, experience, references in first letter. (Any 
ualified C.O’s. available for duration?) A 
. O. Box 177, Room 634, Phila., Pa. 






































In CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


next week 


A nine-part serial story of a too-good- 
natured country doctor and his lovable wife 
and seven children will stir and delight the 
heart of any boy or girl, parent or teacher. 

Lily’s Log Book, the intimate diary of a 
fourteen-year-old girl, pictures the ri- 
ences of this popular family. You'll love 
Laurie, who was the special object of the 
family’s devotion because of a spinal deform- 
ity. You'll love his twin, Lily, who hits upon 
a plan to collect enough of the doctor’s bills 
to send Laurie to a specialist. You'll ache 
with Laurie’s family as they pray and wait 
for God to spare his life. At the same time 
you'll be amused at the younhg-man school- 
teacher, whose earnest efforts to impress 
Lily’s older sisters with his poetry are not the 
least of Lily’s trials. 

These and other thrilling experiences in the 
doctor’s family all’ combine to make a story 
full of homely but heart-gripping situations 
from beginning to end. 


Lily’s Book begins in the August 1 
issue of CHRISTIAN YOUTH. As a special 
introductory offer, if CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
is not now used in your Sunday school, you 
may have all nine issues containing the 
serial for only ten cents for each subscrip- 
tion. And remember, every issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH brings you the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday Schoon Lesson 
written especially for your teen-age boys 
and girls, as well as a very useful Senior 
Christian Endeavor topic. Here is an ex- 
cellent opportunity to acquaint your whole 
Sunday school, your class, or young people’s 
society with CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 


The Sunday School Times 
$25 North 13th Street | Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Tues.—Daniel 9:15-19. 
Daniel’s Intercessory Prayer. 
Prayer Succestions: “Let thine anger 
and thy fury be turned away from thy 
city Jerusalem.” Daniel interceded for 
his people humbly and earnestly. We, 
too, should pray for, and never against, 
the people of God. We should have ten- 
der sympathy for God’s sorrowing peo- 
ple, and pray earnestly for them as we 
have opportunity. Pray for “Gitchee 
Gumee” Bible Camp; address: John G. 
Rader, Silvis, Ill. . 


Wed.—James 5:13-18, 
The Value of Intercessory Prayer. 
Prayer Svuccesrions: “The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much.” The prayers of good people 
are welcome in,Heaven. As they pray 
for others God bows down His ear to 
hear them. All about us are many peo- 
ple “standin’ in the need of prayer.” Ask 
the Lord to bless them. Take time to 
go over their names at least once a day. 
Prayer is God’s plan for giving you and 
others more blessing. Pray for Keewah- 
din Bible Conference; address: 4814 Sey- 
burn Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 1:15-23. 
Intercession for Wisdom in the Church. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “That God ... 
may give... the spirit of wisdom.” In 
Christ are “all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge” (Col. 2:3). For this 
wisdom to be imparted to the people of 
God, Paul prayed, and so should we 
pray. When the Church exhibits the 
wisdom of Christ her power to bless the 
world will be more than human. Pray 
that God will give the spirit of prayer 
to His people, for His own glory and for 

the good of mankind. 


Fri.—Philippians 1:8-11. 
Intercession for Love in the Church. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I pray, that your 
love may abound yet more and more.” 
Without the love of Christ the Church 
will labor in vain. The Church at Ephe- 
sus left her “first love” and was there- 
fore without the aid of the Lord in her 
work for Him. Without His love in us 
we are “become as sounding brass, or 
a tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1). Pray 
that God’s Church may again be filled 
with the love of God. 


Sat.—John 17:9-15. 
Christ’s Intercession for His Disciples. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I pray for them 
. which thou hast given me.” Learn 
from Christ how to pray for His people. 
If every Christian were to pray for the 
other members of God’s family we would 
have more fruitful churches. Make a 
prayer list, and pray for God’s people 
on that list at least once a day. Pray 
for Bethanna Bible and Missionary Con- 
ference, Southampton, Pa. 
Sun.—Romans 8:31-39. 
Christ’s Intercession for Us. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Christ ... at 
the right hand of God, . . . maketh inter- 


(Lesson for August 9) July 25, 1942 


cession for us.” He who died for us 
here lives for us above. Prayer must be 
something more wonderful than we can 
imagine when Christ ever liveth to make 
intercession. The thought that He prays 
for us ought to make us all say, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” Pray for Montrose 
Bible Conference, Montrose, Pa. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 
SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, Tae Sunpay ScHoot Tres sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Truss. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
825 N. Thirteenth &t., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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